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FY 2026-2027 COC PROGRAM COMPETITION NOFO SCORING, RANKING AND SELECTION 
2026 NEW TRANSITIONAL HOUSING (TH) PROJECT SCORING TOOL

THRESHOLD CRITERIA
 Required but not scored.  If “no” for any threshold criteria, the project is ineligible.
[bookmark: _Hlk215574621]
Federal Threshold Criteria: In addition to the criteria listed below, agencies must provide proof of the following: Active SAM.gov registration; Valid UEI Number; Nonprofit documentation; Not disbarred and otherwise federally qualified; Financial capacity and sufficient financial management system; and Code of Conduct on file with HUD.

CoC Threshold Criteria: Include participation in the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS); use of qualified housing types; implementation of a housing with supportive services; documentation of the required minimum match; and policies that ensure non-discriminatory access to services for all participants.

	Threshold Item
	Yes/No

	HMIS Implementation: Projects that do not participate, or have not agreed to participate, are not eligible for funding, unless it is a victim-service agency, serving survivors of domestic violence.  
	Yes/No

	Coordinated Entry: Projects that have not agreed to participate in Coordinated Entry, when it is available for the program type, are not eligible for funding. Victim-service agencies or those serving survivors of domestic violence shall participate with Coordinated Entry while protecting client data and safety to ensure fair and equal access to the coordinated entry process and housing and services opportunities.
	Yes/No

	Reporting: Projects must abide by all reporting requirements, including conducting an annual assessment of the service needs of program participants. 
	Yes/No

	Nondiscrimination: The project applicant certifies that it will not engage in illegal racial discrimination. This is consistent with the requirements of 2 CFR 200.300(a).
	Yes/No

	Harm-Reduction Restriction:  The project applicant certifies that it will not operate drug injection sites or "safe consumption sites" in violation of 21 U.S.C. 856(a)(1), knowingly permit the use or distribution of illicit drugs on property under their control in violation of 21 U.S.C. 856(a)(2), or knowingly distribute drug paraphernalia in violation of 21 U.S.C. 863. This is consistent with the objectives outlined in Section III.B above and is consistent with the requirements of 2 CFR 200.300(a).  

This certification is not a requirement that program participants must be sober in order to receive assistance, participate in treatment in order to receive assistance, or be evicted or exited from assistance for a first-time violation of a drug-related program policy or lease requirement.
	Yes/No

	Match: The agency has committed to match 25% of the grant except for leasing funds. 
	Yes/No







SCORED CRITERIA
	Scoring Factors
	Possible Points
	Points Awarded

	1
	Program Design 	
	60
	

	1a
	Service Provision and Partnerships

	
	(OBJECTIVE) Service Planning Model
Application demonstrates a documented service delivery model that:
· Identifies required supportive services; 
· Identifies referral partners and responsible service providers; 
· Describes the frequency and method of service delivery; 
· Describes participant engagement expectations and monitoring procedures; 
· Provides connections to treatment, employment, childcare, and other services that support housing stability and self-sufficiency. 

For Transitional Housing projects, the application also demonstrates that the proposed program:
· Requires participant engagement consistent with HUD's FY2026 requirements, including at least 20 hours per week of eligible supportive services, employment, education, or other qualifying activities, except for participants age 62 or older or those who meet the definition of an "individual with handicaps" under 24 CFR 8.3; and 
· Includes measurable strategies to help at least 50 percent of participants exit with employment income. 

10 Points: Application fully addresses every element described below and provides documentation.
5 Points- Application partially addresses the criteria but lacks detail or documentation.
0 Points- Criterion is absent.

	10
	

	
	DV Bonus Projects Only
The proposed project incorporates evidence-based practices for serving survivors of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking, including staff expertise regarding VAWA requirements, survivor-centered safety planning, confidentiality, and partnerships with survivor-specific service providers.

	5
	

	
	(OBJECTIVE) On-Site Treatment Availability
Project provides on-site SUD substance use treatment services or maintains a documented formal partnership with a licensed provider who delivers services on-site.

The plan details services to be provided in-house, versus those provided via referral to partners with consideration for transportation logistics. 
Documentation: 
1. Policies and Procedures
2. MOU with service provider(s) and/or service contracts with service providers
	7
	

	
	(OBJECTIVE) Partnership:  Documented partnerships with a healthcare or behavioral health resource [Certified Community Behavior Health Clinic (CCBHC) or Community Mental Health Center (CMHC)].

Documentation: MOU with service provider(s) and/or service contracts with providers 
	8
	

	
	Housing Units: Housing where participants will reside is identified, accessible and appropriate to the program design proposed. The type, scale, quality, and location fit the needs of the proposed client population. 

	5
	

	1b
	Promoting Permanent Housing and Preventing Returns to Homelessness 

	
	(SPM) Exit to Permanent Housing Destination: Application establishes measurable performance targets demonstrating housing retention or exits to permanent housing. 
· TH Projects established performance targets demonstrate at least 50% of program participants exit to permanent housing within 24 months.
	10
	

	
	(SPM) Employment Income: Application establishes measurable performance targets demonstrating that at least 50% will increase employment income.
	5
	

	
	(SPM) Returns to Homelessness: Application establishes measurable performance targets demonstrating returns to homelessness are reduced by increasing housing retention and successful connections to permanent housing destinations.
10 pts- Less than 8% of exits return to homelessness within 24 months or 7 % over 12 months; 
5 pts- Less than 16% over 24 months or 11% over 12 months
	10
	





	Scoring Factors
	Possible Points
	Points Awarded

	
2
	Mainstream Resources
	15
	

	2a
	Client Mainstream Resource Connection/Access

	
	(OBJECTIVE) Resource Connection: The application demonstrates that the proposed project will:
· Conduct eligibility screening for mainstream resources; and
· Provide referrals or direct connections to eligible benefits and services including healthcare, social, and employment services for which they are eligible. 

	10
	

	
	(OBJECTIVE) Staff Training: The application demonstrates that the proposed project will train staff on mainstream resource eligibility and referral procedures.

	5
	





	Scoring Factors 
	Possible Points
	Points Awarded

	3
	Budget, Management, and Experience
	25
	

	3a
	Budget and Experience 

	
	Proposed Budget: Project budget balances robust, yet cost-effective expenses to support the proposal. No line items appear unnecessary, nor unjustified by the proposal. Staffing is sufficient to the scope of the program, with consideration for the clientele’s unique needs.

	4
	

	
	(OBJECTIVE) Experience with federal awards: Organization demonstrates experience with federal funds and demonstrates financial capacity to manage a federal grant. 

	5
	

	
	(OBJECTIVE) Audit Report: Organization has no unresolved findings and clean monitoring reports. 

	5
	

	
	TH Projects:
Applicant has prior experience operating transitional housing or other projects that have successfully helped homeless individuals exit homelessness within 24 months.

	5
	

	3b
	Budget Priority Proposed project aligns with current HUD and NOFO Priorities:

	
	Opportunity Zones: The project provides proposed activities within an Opportunity Zone (certified by HUD-2996). 
	3
	

	
	Other Funding Sources: Non-CoC or ESG housing and/or healthcare funding accounts for at least 25% of units or services included in the project overall.

	3
	





	Total:
	100
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