
























































3) The sign 1s damaged or structurally altered to an extent greater

than 6{) percent of the current estimated replacement value.

See. 4-2-11 Temporary signs.

A. Applicability of section. The following regulations shall be applicable to all

Temporary signs, as defined herein, except as follows:

1) Political signs erected in accordance with Section 4-2-7.

2}  Non-illuminated Real Estate signs, as specified in Section 4-2-7.

B. Categories of temporary sign permits. Temporary sign permits shall be divided into

the following categories:

1} Annually renewable temporary sign permits

2) Limited temporary sign permits

3) Banner permits

C. Permits required. It shall be unlawful for anv person to place or locate any

Temporary sign on any property within the City, or allow the placement or location

of any Temporary sien on premises within the City owned or controlled by such

person, unless a permit for such Temporary sign has first been obtained from the City

Building Official in accordance with all regulations, including the following:

1) A temporary sign permit is required for the placement of a Temporary sign

on a lot or tract within the City subject to the following:

a.

Temporary signs that are permitted on an annual basis shall be

allowed to be displayed for 60 consecutive days, starting from

the date of permit issuance, provided only 1 sign shall be

permitted during the 60 day period. After the expiration date

of the permit, the sign shall be immediately removed. There

must be at least 30 davs between the display of any sign.

Limited temporary signs may be permitted for a pericd not to

exceed 60 consecutive days. After the expiration date of the

permit the sien shall be immediately removed.

Banners that are permitted on an annual basis shall be allowed

to be displayed for one vear. Banners must be affixed,

mounted, and/or secured to a building. Banners mayv not be

affixed to any other permanent or temporary structure, motor

vehicle or fixture.

Temporary siens may remain in place only so long as the

siens and sien structures, and parts thereof, are maintained in

a proper, safe. and hazard-free operating condition not fo

exceed the time limits specified above. The owner or the

owner’s desipnated aecent shall be responsible for the

maintenance of the signs and sien structures.

2) In the case of a special promotion for a grand opening celebration, one

additional temporary sign shall be allowed provided the promotion
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3)

4)

5)

6)

commences within the first 3 months of the date of i1ssuance of a

certificate of occupancy and the erand opening is limited 1o the address

noted on the certificate of occupancy.

A Temporary sien may be one of the followine: a portable sien: or a

banner: or any legal on-premises sign allowed by this Chapter.

A legal business shall include apartment complexes and any commercial,

industrial, or institutional use for which the building official has issued a

certificate of occupancy.,

A temporary sien permit is required to be renewed annually. on or before

the anmiversary date of the permit issuance, except as provided in 4-2-11

B. 1) b. above.

A Tempora

sign remaining on display for a period of time in excess of

that stated in the permit shall be considered in violation of this Chapter

and shall be subiect to Chapter 4-2, Section 4-2-15.

D. Temporary sign standards. In addition to all other applicable regulations. temporary

signs must conform to the following restrictions:

1)
2)

3)
4

3)

6)

7

8)

9)

A temporary sign may be used for on-premise advertising only.

The use of an Electronic Message Center as a temporary sign shall be

prohibited.

Temporary signs shall be allowed a maximum area of 60 square feet.

Onlv 1 Temporary sign shall be allowed per business, not to exceed 2 signs

per development. For developments with more than 300 linear feet of

street frontage, 1 sign shall be allowed per business not to exceed 4

Temporary signs.

No Temporary signs shall be located within 75 feet of another Temporary

sign.
A Temporary sign shall be contained on the property of the legal business

and shall not extend into the city richt-of-way or be located in any visibility

clearance area. Inno event shall such sign be erected orplaced less than 10

feet from the back of the curb.

Banners must be attached to the face of the building used by the business or

organization to which the banner relates.

Portable signs may not exceed 35 square feet in area and may not exceed 7

feet in height.

Portable signs shall be secured with a minimum of 4 separate poinis by

metal pins and/or sandbags., where necessary. Such metal pins must

peneirate the ground by a distance of not less than ten inches.

10) Portable signs shail not be illuminated by any electrical source.

Sec. 4-2-12 Special event signs.

A. Upon request, and subject to approval, the Butlding Official may authorize a permit

for the display of anv Temporary sign, or any lepal sien allowed by this section, to
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give notice of or direct the public to a special event of civic interest including, but not

limited to:

1)  Parades, orgamized community holiday festivities, and special events

organized by charitable and/or non-profit organizations.

2)  In acting upon such request. the Building Official shall consider, among

other things. the size, proposed location(s), materials, and construction of

such special event signs.

B. If authorized, such signs shall be erected for a period of time no more than 60 days

preceding the date of the event and shall be removed within 3 davs after the event.

C. Such signs may be located or placed on or over private property only with the

permission of the owner of the property and may be located or placed on or over

public property. including streets, only if authorized by the Building Official.

Sec, 4-2-13 Off-premises sign.

New Off-premise Signs shall be prohibited in the City with the following exceptions:

A. Off-premise Sions shall be allowed adjacent to Interstate 40 (not Business Interstate

40), Interstate Highway 27, State Hichways 60 (but not along segments dually

designated as Business Interstate 40), and Highwavs 87 & 287 (Dumas Highway) but

excluding those segments of State Hishways 60, 87. and 287 between Southeast 12

Avenue and Northeast 1% Avenue. Allowed off-premise Signs along these roadways

shall be regulated by the Texas Department of Transportation {(TxDOT) and shall

comply with TxDOT regulations that control outdoor off-premise Signs.

B. The City elects to exercise its authority to regulate outdoor off-premise Siens located

in_the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City as provided by V.T.C.A., Local

Government Code § 216.902. as the same may hereafter be amended. Therefore, new

off-premise Siens shall be nrohibited in the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City of

Amarillo unless excepted pursuvant to Sections 4-2-13 (A).

Sec. 4-2-14 Nonconforming Off-premise signs.

A. Maintenance. Maintenance operations may be performed on a Nonconforming

off-premise sign. For purposes of this section, “maintenance operations” means

the process of keeping a Nonconforming off-premise sien i good repair.

Maintenance operations include:

1)  Replacement of nuts and bolts; nailing, riveting, or welding; cleaning

and painting; and manipulation to level or plumb the sign structure;

2)  Replacement of parts, as long as the basic design or sign Structure is not

altered or upgraded and materials of the same tvpe are used:

3) Replacement of poles, as long as no more than one-half of the poles are

replaced in any twelve (12) month peniod and the poles are replaced with

the same tvpe of materials as the original poles: and

4y  Changing the advertising message, including changing the Surface

Display Face, as long as similar materials are used to replace the Surface
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Display Face. Surface Displav Faces shall be replaced only with Surface

Displayv Faces that are the same size or smaller than the Surface Display

Face that existed prior to replacement.

B. Upgrading. A Nonconforming off-premise Sign shall not be uperaded. For

purposes of this section, “upgrade” means making anv chanee to a

Nonconforming off-premise Sien. other than repairs and maintenance operations

permitted pursuant to section 4-2-14 (A)). All other alterations of anv nature

whatsoever in connection with Nonconforming off-premise Siens are prohibited.

If any such alteration or upgrade is performed, the owner shall remove the Sien

immediately or bring it into compliance with the Zoning Ordinance and all other

applicable ordinances as soon as practicable, but in not more than thirty (30}

calendar days from the date of the violative alteration. Examples of actions that

are upgrades and not maintenance operations and are therefore prohibited, include

without limitations:

1) Addinglights to an non-illuminated Nonconforming off-premise Sign or

adding more intense lighting to an illuminated Nonconforming off-

premise Sign, whether or not the lights are attached to the sign structure;

2)  Increasing the size or Surface Display Face of a Nonconforming off-

premise Sign;
3)  Changing the number of poles in the sign structure;

4y  Changing the materials in the construction of a Nonconforming off-

premise Sien. such as replacing wooden materials with metal materials;

5) Adding Surface Display Faces or changing a Nonconforming off-

premise Sign configuration, such as changing from a “V” configuration

to a stacked confieuration, or from a “V”’ configuration to a back-to-back

configuration;

6) Increasing the height of a Nonconforming off-premise Sign;

7)  Moving the sign structure or Surface Display Face in any way unless the

movement 1s made in accordance with relocation provisions outlined in

section 4-2-14. as a result of a roadway project;

8) Replacing more than one-half of the poles in a multiple pole sign

structure in any twelve (12) month period;

9 ercent of the cost of erecting a

New off-premise Sign of the same type at the same location; or

10) Converting a Nonconforming off-premise Sign to utilize EMC

technology.

11) IfaNonconforming off-premise Sign is dismantled for any purpose, the

Nonconforming off-premise sign shall not be altered, reconstructed,

repaired. or replaced. and the owner shall remove the Nonconforming

off-premise Sign or bring it into compliance with this section and all

other applicable ordinances.
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C. Relocation. If a Nonconforming off-premise Sign is required to be relocated ducto a

public right-of-wav width expansion project for streets. hichwavs, or roadways by the

City, County, or Texas Department of Transportation, the Nonconforming off-

premise Sign shall be relocated if the Nonconforming off-premise Sign complies with

the requirements set forth in (1) through (4) below.

1)

2)

3)

4)

The Nonconforming off-premise Sign shall be moved to the closest private

property on the same side of the street as where the Nonconforming off-

premise Sign as previously located and shall not be erected on public right-

of-way or in an easement;

The Nonconforming off-premise Sign shall be the same type., same Sign

support, same height or less, and same size of Surface Display Face or less

as the Nonconforming off-premise Sign prior to relocation:

The materials from the Nonconforming off-premise Sien prior fo relocation

shall be used to construct the Nonconforming off-premise Sien prior to

relocation shall be the Sign poles used for the Nonconforming off-premise

Sign in the new location, and the Sign Surface Display Face of the

Nonconformine off-premise Sign prior to relocation shall be used for the

Surface Display Face of the Nonconforming off-premise Sign in the new

focation;

The Nonconforming off-premise Sien shall be relocated only after approval

of the Director of Community Services.

D. Special requirements; failure to comply; removal,

1)

The owner, agent, or person having beneficial use of an off-premise Sien

must comply with the following requirements after written notification

from the Building Official:

a. Anv Nonconforming off-premise Sien or support, or both,

which sustains damage by nature or man, without the consent

of the owner, agent. or person having beneficial use of the

Nonconforming off-premise Sien to the extent of sixty (60)

percent or less of the cost of erecting a new off-premise Sign

of the same type at the same location shall be removed within

fifteen (135) calendar days or repaired within ninety (90)

calendar days. Damaged Nonconforming off-premise Signs

shall only be replaced using like materials. For example, a

wooden pole shall replace a wooden pole.

b. Anv Nonconforming off-premise Sign or support or both,

which sustains damage to the extent of more than sixty (60)

percent of the cost of erecting a new siegn of the same type at

the same location shall be removed from the property within

fifteen (15) calendar davs.
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c. An off-premise Sien owner shall submit a cost estimate to

repair the damaged Nonconforming off-premise Sign to the

Building Official. If the Building Official disagrees with the

cost estimate, an independent engineering study shall be

prepared by a professional engineer licensed to practice in the

State to determine the percentage of damage and cost of

reconstructing a Nonconforming off-premise Sien. The

engineering study shall be prepared at the Sign owner’s

expense and be submitied to the Code Enforcement

Department for review and acceptance. The cost of any

accessory used to a Nonconforming off-premise Sien,

including without limitation a conmmunication antenna and

support facilities, shall not be included in calculating the cost

of erecting a New off-premise Sign at the same location.

d. d. Upon failure to comply within the fime specified in the

written notice, the Building Official is hereby authorized to

cause removal of such off-premise Sign at the expense of the

owner of the Sign.

2)  The City may demolish an off-premise Sign as a dangerous Structure and

obtain a demolition lien in accordance with V.T.C.A.. [ ocal Government

Code 8§ 217, as the same may hereafter be amended, and in accordance with

section 4-3-3. Abatement of Substandard Structures, of the Amarillo

Municipal Code.
Sec, 4-2-15 Violations.

Anv violation of the provisions of this chapter shall constitute an offense punishable in

accordance with Section 1-1-5 of this code of ordinances.

Sec. 4-2-16 Appeals.

Appeals of decisions of the Building Official concerning this chapter shall be directed to the

Zoning Board of Adjustments in accordance with Chapter 4-10 of this Code.

SECTION 4. That the Amanllo Municipal Code of Ordinances is amended by deleting
category J, “Sign and Identification Uses,” of the chart located at Section 4-10-82 and reserving that

section of the chart.

SECTION 5. That the Amarillo Municipal Code of Ordinances Chapter 4-1, Article 1,

Division 6, Section 4-1-60 (b) is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 4-1-60. Sign permit and inspection fee schedule.

a) [TEXT UNCHANGED]
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b) Portable Temporary Sign Fees. The permit fee for aPortable

1.) an_Annually Renewable Temporary Sign shall be sixty dollars ($60.00) per sign
hich shall red each Portable Sienisnlaced te.:

2.) a Limited Temporary Sign shall be fifteen dollars ($15.00) per sign, which shall be

required each time a limited temporarv sign is placed on a site;

3.) aBanner shall be sixty dollars ($60.00) per banner, which shall be a one time annual

fee for placement of a banner on a site.

SECTION 6. That the Amarillo Municipal Code of Ordinances Chapter 4-1, Article 1,

Division 6, Section 4-1-110 (a) is amended to read as follows:
Sec. 4-1-110. Registration of contractors; homeowner exemption; fees and requirements.

a) Reference to other chapters. Chapter 4-2 Advertising, Signs, Chapter 4-3 General Building
and Construction Standards, Chapter 4-4 Electricity, and Chapter 4-5 Plumbing specify the
requirements for who may obtain permits in the respective disciplines. Notwithstanding all other
application and permit requirements of those chapters, the requirements of this Article specify the

license and registration requirements and fees for contractors in those respective disciplines.
b)—¢) [TEXT UNCHANGED]
d) (1 - 10) [TEXT UNCHANGED]

(11) Sign Contractor and Master Sign Electrician: No person shall erect, construct, reconstruct,
mnstall, paint, or replace any Sign for which a permit is required within the corporate limits of the
City until such person has registered with the City as required by this Section. A Sign Contractor
who constructs signs that have any electrical component integral with the sign shall also employ a
Master Sign Electrician licensed by the State. The Master Sign Electrician shall also register his state
license with the City.

EXCEPTIONS: Registration as a sign contractor is not required for:
a— a property owner or business owner may obtain a permit for a Temporary Sign which he or she

proposes to construct or install on property under his or her control.

SECTION 7. That the Amarillo Municipal Code of Ordinances Chapter 4-1, Article 1,

Division 1, Section 4-1-1 1s amended to read as follows:

Sec. 4-1-1. Permit applications, permits and inspections required.
Chapter 4-2 Advertising, Signs, Chapter 4-3 General Building and Construction Standards,
Chapter 4-4 Electricity, and Chapter 4-5 Plumbing specify the requirements for permit applications,
plan reviews, permits and inspections applicable to their respective disciplines. Notwithstanding all

other application and permit requirements of the model codes adopted by those chapters, the
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requirements of this chapter replace those found in the model codes concerning fees charged for
applications, permits and inspections; the time limits for applications, plan reviews and permits; and
standards for permit revocation, cancellation and fee refunds.

SECTION 8. That the Amarillo Municipal Code of Ordinances Chapter 2-6, Article VIII,

Section 2-6-143 1s amended to read as follows:

Sec. 2-6-143. Powers and duties.

The Construction Advisory and Appeals Board shall:
(1) and (2) [TEXT UNCHANGED]

¢ In developing recommendations to the City Commission for amendments of the Building,
Electrical, Mechanical, Plumbing, and Sisn Codes adopted by the City, the Construction Advisory
and Appeals Board may create subcommittees to review and make recommendations to the Board for
proposed amendments of those chapters or for the adoption of later editions of the codes adopted in
those chapters. The Board shall specify the task assigned to and the term of each subcommittee, and
shall disband each subcommittee once the subcommittee'

a. and b. [TEXT UNCHANGED].
SECTION 9. That the Amarillo Municipal Code of Ordinances Chapter 4-10, Article II,

s task is completed.

Division 2, Section 4-10-39 is amended to read as follows:

See. 4-10-39, Powers of board.

(a) [TEXT UNCHANGED]

(b) (1) - (3) [TEXT UNCHANGED]
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SECTION 10. Severability. If any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause or the
application of same to any person or set of circumstances for any reason is held to be
unconstitutional, void or invalid or for any reason unenforceable, the validity of the remaining
portions of this ordinance or the application thereby shall remain in effect, it being the intent of the
City Commussion of the City of Amarillo, Texas in adopting this ordinance, that no portion thereof
or provision contained herein shall become inoperative or fail by any reasons of unconstitutionality
of any other portion or provision.

SECTION 11. Repealer. All ordinances, parts of ordinances resolutions and parts of
resolutions in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of conflict with this
ordinance.

SECTION 12. Continuation. That nothing in this ordinance or any code hereby adopted
shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding impending in any court, or any rights acquired, or
liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or existing, under any act or ordinance
hereby repealed by this ordinance; nor shall any just or legal right or remedy of any character be lost,
impaired or affected by this ordinance.

SECTION 13. Penalty. A violation of this ordinance is an offense punishable in accordance
with Section 1-1-5 of this code of ordinances.

SECTION 14. Publishing and Effective Date. This ordinance shall be published and become
effective according to law.

INTRODUCED AND PASSED by the City Commission of the City of Amarillo, Texas, on
First Reading this the g™ day of December, 2009; and PASSED on Second and Final Reading the
15™ day of December, 2009.

~

__\s../..,.,. A Py X
\ o lge (1) Co it

Debra McCartt, Mayor

ATTEST:

Donna DeRight, City $ecretary
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