
FREE
EVENT

BASICS OF WOOD FRAMED CONSTRUCTION 
UTILIZING THE 2012 IRC

SPECIAL SATURDAY PROGRAM

Keynote Speaker: DENNIS L. PITTS

Nov. 17, 2012
8:00AM – 5:00PM

RSVP required 
(see registration form attached) 

Amarillo College – West Campus Bldg. A 
Rm. 109 @ 6222 SW 9th Street, Amarillo, TX 

(Across 9th from the VA hospital, immediately next to the Amarillo NW Library)

POSITION: Regional Director for the American Wood Council (a trade association representing manufacturers of lumber and wood construction products).  
CURRENT RESPONSIBILITIES: Represents the AWC membership in several states in matters that deal with the regulation of the use of wood products.  Responsible for activities of the 
International Code Council, specifi cally activities pertaining to the International Residential Code.
Serves as a an alternate member of the NFPA 5000 Building Code Technical Coordinating Committee, the NFPA 5000 Technical Committee on Structures, Construction, and Materials, 
and on two Life Safety Code technical committees.  Is a principal member of NFPA 501 Manufactured Housing Technical Committee and a former principle member of the NFPA 5000 
Building Code, Materials Technical Committee, one of the original drafting committees for NFPA 5000.
OTHER POSITIONS: Has served as a member of the Board of Directors of the Building Offi cials Association of Texas, has served as a member of the BOAT Code Committee,  is a mem-
ber of the North Central Texas Council of Governments Building and Energy Advisory Board, is a member of the North Texas Chapter of ICC, and serves on the Chapter’s Code Review 
Committee.
BACKGROUND:  Prior to joining AWC in 1986 worked as an inspector, plans examiner, and assistant building offi cial with two cities in the Dallas, Texas, area over a period of 14 years.

WHO IS DENNIS L. PITTS?
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LUNCH PROVIDED BY:

KEYNOTE TOPIC:
PROGRAM: The intent of the program is to familiarize the audience with provisions of the International Residential Code that address the use of wood products in the framing of dwell-
ings.  The program is divided into several segments, each addressing a specifi c set of code requirements for elements of the building.  Additionally there will be some information about 
the characteristics of wood that affect serviceability.
CHARACTERISTICS: Briefl y discusses the natural growth characteristics of wood that affect the serviceability of lumber.
WHAT IS CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION: Explains how both the International Building Code and the International Residential Code address the subject of conventional construction 
and the limits placed on that method of framing.
GRADE MARKS:  Discusses the IRC requirements for grade marks on lumber and explains what information is contained on a lumber grade mark.  Also explains how to determine 
whether a grade mark is authentic.
TERMITES & DECAY: Briefl y touches on the code’s provisions that address protection of wood products from damage by decay and termites.
FLOORS: Explains the IRC requirements for fl oor framing and provides background information on why some of the provisions exist.
WALLS: Details the code provisions that address wall framing and offers some examples of code violations.
BRACING: Provides a general overview of the subject of wall bracing and the way that it’s addressed in the IRC.  Because of the complexity of the subject there isn’t time for a thorough 
discussion.
ROOF-CEILING:  Discusses the code’s requirements as they address roof-ceiling framing.
FIREBLOCKING:  Details the IRC requirement for prevention of the spread of fl ame, smoke, and gases from fl oor to fl oor.
WFCM: Gives a brief introduction to AWC’s “Wood-Frame Construction Manual for One- & Two-Family Dwellings” that provides engineering-based prescriptive provisions for design in 
high-wind, high-seismic, and high-snow conditions.
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Payment Method 
 

Name (as it appears on the card):________________________________________________ 
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Credit Card #_____________________________________     Exp._________________ 
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