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STATE OF TEXAS § 

COUNTIES OF POTTER § 

AND RANDALL §   

CITY OF AMARILLO § 

On the 29th day of January, 2015, the Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone Board met in a 
regularly scheduled meeting at 12:00 PM, in Room 306 of City Hall, at 509 E. 7th Street, 
Amarillo, Texas with the following members present: 
 

Voting Members Present 
Meetings 

Held 
Meetings 
Attended 

Richard Brown, City of Amarillo Yes 65 61 

Dr. David Woodburn, Amarillo College Yes 27 18 

Chuck Speed, Amarillo Hospital District  Yes 12 8 

Anette Carlisle, Amarillo Independent School District Yes 14 13 

Jason Herrick, City of Amarillo Yes 16 11 

Scott Bentley, Chairman, City of Amarillo Yes 28 27 

Johnny Merritt, Panhandle Groundwater Conservation District No 8 7 

Nick Ward, Potter County Yes 3 3 

Leon Church, Potter County Yes 3 2 

Judge Thomas Jones, Potter County Yes 3 3 

    

Others Present:    

Bob Cowell, Asst. City Manager – Development Services  
Michelle Bonner, Asst. City Manager - Finance 
Jan Sanders, Recording Secretary 

  Marcus Norris, City Attorney 
  Kelley Shaw, Planning Director 
 
 

  

Chairman Bentley opened the meeting at 12:00 PM, established a quorum and conducted the 
consideration of the following items listed below.  Chairman Bentley stated after action is taken 
on the minutes, Item 3 would be discussed before Item 2. 
 
ITEM 1 Approve the minutes of the meeting of December 11, 2014. 
 
Chairman Bentley asked for corrections, deletions or changes to the minutes of December 11, 
2014.  Motion was made by Anette Carlisle, seconded by Richard Brown, to approve the 
minutes as submitted.  Motion passed unanimously.   
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ITEM 3 Discuss a request submitted by OPUS Development Company for TIRZ incentives 
associated with development of the Xcel Energy – SPS Amarillo Headquarters Office building 
project in the vicinity of Buchanan Street and 8th Avenue. 
 
Kelley Shaw, Planning Director, stated representatives from the OPUS Development Company 
and Xcel Energy would present their project via telephone conference, while allowing board 
members to ask questions for further clarification.  Mr. Shaw reminded the board, no formal 
action would be taken today, as this is a discussion item only.   
 
Mark Johnson, Director of Real Estate Services, with Xcel/SPS, Jay Fourniea, Design Architect, 
with OPUS Development Company, along with other representatives from both companies 
presented the plans on their proposed $44 million dollar downtown project.  The plans outlined 
the project which comprises a 119,000 sq. ft. building, with a 4 story office building on top of 
the parking garage, along with available retail space on the ground floor of the parking garage.  
Much discussion was held with the representatives from Xcel and OPUS, as TIRZ board 
members addressed their concerns on access points into the garage, available parking for 
ballpark attendees, possibility of additional retail space, and outside façade.  Mr. Johnson 
stated Xcel is enthusiastic about the project and the TIRZ assistance is critical in helping justify 
the cost of such a large downtown project.  Mr. Johnson also commented the convention hotel, 
parking garage and multi-purpose events venue, directly across from Xcel, are important 
elements to Xcel’s commitment to this location. 
 
Chairman Bentley asked Marcus Norris, City Attorney, to begin the executive session.  Mr. 
Norris called for an executive session, at 12:40 PM, (i) attorney-client communication and 
advice regarding same, and (ii) to discuss commercial or financial information received from an 
existing business or business prospect, per Texas Government Code section 551.071 and 
551.087, as related to proposed projects for downtown development.  The executive session 
concluded at 1:24 PM. 
 
Chairman Bentley announced the TIRZ #1 board has reconvened into public session. 
 
ITEM 2 Elect Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone #1 Board of Directors Vice Chairman. 
 
Motion was made by Chuck Speed, seconded by Jason Herrick, nominating Richard Brown as 
the TIRZ #1 Vice Chairman.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
ITEM 4 Report on Status of Projects: 
 

a. TXDOT Transportation Enhancement Program Streetscape Project 
Kelley Shaw, Planning Director, explained the design phase of the project is 
approximately 75% complete, and after a meeting today with TxDOT officials, the 
project is on track. 
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b. Downtown Convention Hotel, and Parking Structure Projects 
Richard Brown advised the convention hotel project is on schedule with plans to 
begin construction in late August, 2015, with an approximate completion date of 
February, 2017.  The parking garage is currently under design with Lavin Architects 
and is moving forward as planned.   

 
ITEM 5 Public Forum. 
 
Chairman Bentley reminded Board members and those in the audience the Board can take no 
action on matters presented or discussed.   
 
Beth Duke, Executive Director, Center City, informed the board on three upcoming February 
events, a Grand Master Internationally ranked Chess Master playing 30 chess boards 
simultaneously on February 21st, a Regional Round table discussion on February 27th, and the 
Chase Tower Run on February 28th. 
 
Robert Goodrich, owner of the Herring Hotel, requested the board place his tabled application 
on the agenda, while urging the members to favorably consider his item.  Chairman Bentley 
thanked Mr. Goodrich for his comments, and said he would take this into consideration. 
 
ITEM 6 Discuss Items for Future Agendas. 
 
No items were mentioned. 
 

§ § § 
 

There being no further items before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 1:45 PM.  All remarks 
are recorded and are on file in the Planning Department. 


